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M r .  D .  R .  M o r t o n ,  P . E .
s ta te  H ighway  Des iqn  Eng inee r
D iv i s ion  o f  H ighways
Ra le igh ,  Nor th  ca ro l  i na

Dear I ' t r  .  Morton :

Subject:  Cont inuous T\to-Way Left  Turn Lanes

The  use  o f  con t i nuous  two-way  l e f t  t u rn  l anes  on  und lv ided

muf t i l ane  fac i l i t . i es  i s  b r i e f l y  d i scussed  i n  chap te r  9  o f  t he  1990

AASHTO pol icy on Geornetr ic Design of  Highways and streets (Green

Book )  .  t n  
-genera l ,  

t hese  l anes  shou l -d  be  used  on l y  i n  u rban

se t t i ngs  wher -e  ope ra t i ng  speeds  a re  re la t i ve l y  1ow and  the re  a re  no

more than two througf i  l lnes in each direct ion'  caut ion is

reconrnended when nore tha.t  a f ive Iane sect i -on is considered. Due

to  h j . gh  t ra f f i c  demand  and  h igh  r i gh t  o f  r+ay  cos t  i n  u rban  a reas ,

seve ra l -  S ta tes  r -n  FHWA's  Reg ion  4  have  cons ide red  o r  cons t ruc ted  a

seven- l -ane  u rban  s t ree t  w i th  the  cen te r  l ane  used  as  a  con t i nuous

two-way  l e f t  t u rn  l ane .

ceo rg ia  has  recen t l y  conve r ted  a  seven- lane  u rban  a r te r i a l  t o  a

s i x - i ane  fac i l i t y  w i th  a  ra i sed  med j -an ,  a I l ow i -ng  l e f t  t u rns  o r  U -

tu rns  a t  s igna l i i ed  i n te rsec t i ons  on l y .  A t tached  i s  a  p re l i n ina ry  \ .
repo r t  su rn rn l r i z i ng  the  change  in  acc iden t  ra te  fo r  t he  f i r s t  yea r .  \

e t t hough  the  repo r t  does  no t  i nc tude  the  s ta t i s t i cs ,  t he re  were  no

fa ta l i t i es  on  the  h ighway  du r ing  i t s  f i r s t  yea r  a f te r . t he  ned ian

was  i ns taLLed .  t he  i ve r i ge  fa ta l i t y  ra te  fo r  t he  p rev ious  e leven

years  was  app rox ima te l y  one  pe r  yea r  w i th  f i ve  o f  t he  fa ta l i t i es

be ing r  pedes t r i ans .

we  be l i eve  the  s tudy  resu l t s  suppor t  a  po l i cy  tha t  a  aeSn- lane

se-ct ion with a cont lnuous two-way Left  turn ]ane should not be

Eons iae reO accep tab le .  We w i l l  be  happy  to  d i scuss  th i s  na t te r

fu r the r  shou l -d  you  so  des i re '

S ince re l y  Yours  ,
. t  / / )

/.2/ C -&ltpfurt
For "  N icho l -as  L .  Gra f  ,  P  '  E .
D iv i s ion  Adn in i s t ra to r

M r .  G .  T .  S h e a r i n ,  P . E . ,  N C D o H
M r .  L .  J .  W a r d ,  P . E . ,  N c D o H
M r .  J .  M .  L y n c h ,  P . E . ,  N C D O H
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